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For Immediate Release: September 18, 2006

Contact: JC Dwyer 

(212) 825-0028 ext. 217

jcdwyer@nyccah.org 

Advocates Respond to Economic Opportunity Commission Report
Anti-hunger advocates reacted with a mixture of hope and criticism on Monday to a mayoral press conference and the release of the much-anticipated report “Increasing Opportunity and Reducing Poverty in New York City.” 

Joel Berg, Executive Director of the New York City Coalition Against Hunger, offered the following statement: 

“We’re pleased that Mayor Bloomberg has followed through on his promise to examine a condition currently affecting one in five New Yorkers. The commission’s report makes it clear that despite welfare reform there are still large numbers of New Yorkers who are working and poor, and that new strategies are necessary to address the needs of these families. In particular, we whole-heartedly support the creation of poverty measurements that more accurately reflect the daily reality of low-income New Yorkers.” 

Continued Berg, “We are however, disappointed that the report doesn’t offer more specifics in itself, in particular strategies to address city policies that continue to increase hunger. We consider this report a down payment on more concrete proposals, including ideas focused on the removal of these obstacles to basic work supports.”

The New York City Coalition Against Hunger represents the more than 1,200 soup kitchens and food pantries in New York City, and the more than one million low-income New Yorkers who are forced to rely upon such agencies to feed their families. The Coalition conducts advocacy, technical assistance, benefits outreach, and leadership development work on behalf of these agencies to help them meet the immediate food needs of low-income New Yorkers, as well as to help them enable families in poverty to move “beyond the soup kitchen” towards economic self-sufficiency.
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