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For Immediate Release:


Contact: JC Dwyer,

August 29, 2006



(212) 825-0028, ext. 217, jcdwyer@nyccah.org

Poverty Jumps Again in New York State;
Stabilizes at High Rate in New York City

More than 830,000 New Yorkers with Jobs Lack Sufficient Food;
Hunger Group Says Stats Further Prove Food Stamps Neglect  

Data released today by the U.S. Census Bureau indicates that the poverty rate increased again in New York State, rising from the 2003-2004 average rate of 14.6% to the 2004-2005 average rate of 14.8%.  New York was the only state in which both poverty and overall income, including investment income, increased, further increasing New York’s high level of inequality of wealth. The poverty rate in New York State continues to be higher than the nation and is significantly higher than the 13.8% average rate in the state in 1999-2000.  
In New York City, the rate was statistically even with the past few years, at the still-high level of 19.1%, meaning that about one in five New York City residents lived below the meager federal poverty line of $15,577 for a family of three. The Bronx continues to be one of the poorest counties in the United States, with a poverty rate of 29%, and a child poverty rate of 40%.
Coinciding with the release of this 2005 data, New York City Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum today announced new data from 2004, just calculated by the New York City Coalition Against Hunger from U.S. Department of Agriculture data. This data indicates that of the more than nine million working adults in New York State in 2004, fully 836,000 (nine percent) lived in families that lacked sufficient food.  In New York City alone, out of 3.6 million working adults, nearly 425,000 (12 percent) lived in homes that lacked sufficient food. “In a state with as much wealth as New York, it is simply unacceptable that more than 800,000 working people don’t earn enough money to feed themselves and their children,” said Joel Berg, executive director of the Coalition Against Hunger. “These shocking new numbers – combined with the increasing poverty in the state and a very high level of continuing poverty in the city – should provide a wake-up call for both government officials and business leaders.”

These new data come at a time when participation in the Food Stamp Program has been declining in New York City, a trend which the City claimed was due to improvements in the economy for low-income workers.  Continued Berg, “If anyone still claims that the economy is improving for low-income New Yorkers and that they no longer need food stamp benefits, I once again challenge them to visit a food pantry or soup kitchen.  If they did, they would quickly see the growing number of New Yorkers who are working but still don’t earn enough to feed their families. If the City truly wants to support work, it should make it easier for these families to obtain the federal nutrition benefits.”
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