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For Immediate Release: November 21, 2006
Contact: JC Dwyer; Mobile: (718) 926-3420

Office: (212) 825-0028, ext. 217

jcdwyer@nyccah.org 
New Data: Hunger Still Skyrocketing in NYC

New Federal and Nonprofit Data Show Surge as Charities Run Out of Food;

Despite Stock Market Boom, 1 in 6 New Yorkers Lack Sufficient Food

Despite the recent stock market boom, the number of city residents who lack sufficient food, as well as the number forced to use charitable soup kitchens and food pantries, continued to soar, according to a new report by the New York City Coalition Against Hunger (NYCCAH).

During the most recent three year time period (2003-2005), 1,256,000 of the city's residents -- one in six -- lived in households that could not afford to purchase an adequate supply of food, according to U.S. Department of Agriculture data analyzed by NYCCAH. During this time, 15.4% of city residents lived in those food insecure households, representing an approximately 112,000-person increase over the 2000-2002 time period, when 14.0% of New Yorkers lived in such households. 

Statewide in New York during that same time, the number of people living in food insecurity climbed from 9.4 % to 10.4%, representing a roughly 180,000-person increase. In 2005, according to the U.S. Census Bureau, New York was the only state in the nation in which both poverty and overall earnings income increased, making the state a leader in inequality of wealth.

The number of people served by the city’s charitable food pantries and soup kitchens rose by an estimated 11% in 2006, on top of an estimated 6% increase from 2004-2005, according to the Coalition's annual survey of these agencies. Because the agencies were unable to obtain enough food, money, staff, and volunteers to meet their growing need, nearly half (46%) were forced to ration food by turning people away, reducing portion sizes, and/or limiting hours of operations.

“In a year when the stock market went through the roof -- and the number of billionaires in the city nearly doubled -- it is unconscionable that 1.3 million New Yorkers, including many children, did not have enough to eat,” said Joel Berg, executive director of the Coalition, an umbrella group for the city's more than 1,200 pantries and kitchens. “When the number of people forced to obtain food from charities continues to skyrocket, we know it’s time to rapidly reverse the failing public policies and harmful economic trends that cause this increasing hunger.”

The Coalition Against Hunger’s survey report (available at www.nyccah.org), entitled “Hunger Hangs on: Despite Stock Market Boom, New York City's Food Pantries and Soup Kitchens Are Still Overwhelmed,” also concludes that hunger and poverty are increasing because low-wage workers are facing declining wages at the same time costs for housing, food, and other basic necessities are rapidly increasing, while the government safety net has failed to keep up with rising needs.
The Coalition also cited city statistics corraborating their research. According to the City's Human Resources Administration (HRA), the number of meals served by soup kitchens and food pantries that receive some City funding was 322,816 higher in the past year (September 2005 - August 2006) than during the previous year (September 2004 -  August 2005). 
The report was released at a faith-based food pantry in the Bronx by the Coalition and leading New Yorkers, including City Council Speaker Christine Quinn and Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum. 

Speaker Christine Quinn said, “As this report shows, in the richest, most powerful City in the world, we can and must do more to help New Yorkers access healthy food.  That's why the Council has reached out to New Yorkers through the City and worked to help them access food assistance, such as food stamps.  In very simple terms, by helping more New Yorkers take advantage of these programs, we can relieve the strain on food pantries and soup kitchens and provide more children and families with nutritious meals.”

Said Public Advocate Gotbaum, “The Coalition's annual report once again tells us that all levels of government, as well as the private sector, nonprofit groups, and concerned individuals -- all need to do more and better in the fight against hunger.”

Added U.S. Representative Anthony Wiener, “In a wealthy city with world class restaurants and an abundance of food, it's disturbing that hunger is such a pervasive and growing problem. Many organizations are doing their part, but it's clear that much, much more must be done at every level of government and the private sector.  It's downright immoral that so many New Yorkers are going to bed hungry at night.”

“Once again, our annual survey finds that the city’s pantries and kitchens—most of which are faith-based—are unable to keep up with the growing demand,” continued Berg. “The fact that the richest city in the history of the world has one in six residents faced with going hungry or lacking sufficient access to food should shock our political and business leaders at all levels into action.”
The Coalition Against Hunger report recommended that federal, state, and local officials work together to enact a five-point plan to end hunger in New York and America by:

1) Increasing government food and funding for soup kitchens and food pantries. 

2) Increasing the use of existing federally-funded nutrition assistance programs.

3) Expanding and simplifying federal nutrition assistance programs. 

4) Rectifying tax policies to stem the soaring inequality of wealth.

5) Launching a new, comprehensive, national effort to help families climb out of poverty into the middle class.

The Coalition also reiterated its strong support for a comprehensive policy platform proposed by many of the city and state's leading anti-hunger organizations, available at http://tinyurl.com/t8nft. 

Said Berg, “The good news is that we really can end hunger in New York and America if our elected officials take a few basic, affordable steps.” 
The Benedict Ave Food Pantry in the Bronx, where the survey was released, estimates that it will serve nearly double (92%) the people it served in 2005 in the current year.  However, in the same time period, the amount of food and money provided to it by government agencies and private support has decreased. 

Said Nurah Ammat’ullah, director of the food pantry, “We struggle with limitations of resources and space, resulting in our inability to cater to the individuality of our guests - those with young children, the elderly, and those with special diet needs because of health conditions or religious tradition. The belief that each guest must be treated with dignity and respect governs our work, but we sometimes feel that we can't provide this to our community members in ways that they deserve due to these and other limitations.”

Additional findings of the report:

· 83% of responding agencies reported feeding an increased number of people in the last 12 months. 45% said this number increased “greatly.” 

· Of the populations that increased “greatly” at responding agencies, the fastest growth was seen among families with children, senior citizens and immigrants.

· 78% of responding agencies reported feeding an increased number of families with children over the last 12 months (versus 6% reporting a decrease, and 11% reporting no change).

· 75% of responding agencies reported feeding an increased number of seniors over the last 12 months (versus 7% reporting a decrease, and 13% reporting no change).

· 46% of responding agencies reported feeding an increased number of working people over the last 12 months (versus 7% reporting a decrease, and 21% reporting no change).

· 84% of responding agencies believe that their need will continue to increase in the next six months. 36% of responding agencies believe it will increase “greatly.”
· 40% of responding agencies reported receiving less government food and money in the last 12 months (vs. 19% reporting no change, and 35% reporting an increase).

· 41% of responding agencies reported receiving less overall food and money in the last 12 months (vs. 19% reporting no change, and 35% reporting an increase).

· Nearly half of respondents report being unable to distribute enough food to meet current demands (48%). 

· 46% of responding agencies reported having to turn away hungry New Yorkers, cut portion sizes and/or cut hours of operation in 2006, vs. 41% of the same agencies in 2005.

· 27% of respondents reported using their own personal money “often” or “always” to support their feeding programs (57% do this “sometimes,” “often” or “always”). 
· While it is by definition impossible to fully count the number of times people were not served because they were turned away, the Coalition’s rough estimate, based on survey responses, is that this may occur as many as 1.1 million times in 2006.  Roughly 52% percent of the turn-aways estimated by responding agencies were children. 
· The percentage of agencies reporting “greatly” increased demand in the last 12 months was highest in Brooklyn (52%), followed closely by Queens, then the Bronx, Manhattan and Staten Island. The percentage of agencies facing decreased resources was highest in Manhattan (43%), followed by Queens, then Brooklyn, the Bronx and Staten Island.
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	United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), based on US Census data and calculated by NYCCAH
	During the most recent three year time period (2003-2005), 1,256,000 of the city's residents -- one in six -- lived in households that could not afford to purchase an adequate supply of food. During that time, 15.4% of city residents were food insecure, representing an approximately 112,000-person increase over the 2000-2003 time period, when 14.0% of New Yorkers were food insecure. 



	New York City Human Resources Administration (HRA), Emergency Food Assistance Program 
	The number of meals served by soup kitchens and food pantries that receive some HRA funding was 322,816 higher in the past year (September 2005 - August 2006) than during the previous year (September 2004 - August 2005).



	New York City Coalition Against Hunger’s
2006 survey of food pantries and soup kitchens


	The number of people served by the city’s charitable food pantries and soup kitchens rose by an estimated 11% in 2006, on top of an estimated 6% increase between 2004 and 2005.










