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Free Summer Meals Sites Mapped Online
Resource allows localized search, color-coded results for children in need
New Yorkers can now use the interactive maps pioneered by the New York City Coalition Against Hunger to find this summer’s free meal distribution sites for children. Using Google Maps technology, the mapping resource allows users to search by zip code or borough for nearby sites and see color-coded results illustrating which meal is served (breakfast or lunch). The resource is available at the New York City Coalition Against Hunger’s website (nyccah.org/maps/schoolfood.php).

Starting today, free breakfasts and lunches will be distributed to children throughout the summer at New York City schools, parks, pools and housing projects as part of the federal Summer Food Assistance Program. This year, for the first time, NYC SchoolFood has taken over management of sites at NYCHA housing projects, improving the quality of the food served there. 

Participation rates for Summer Meals in NYC have traditionally been low, with many families unaware of the program’s existence and/or locations. Now, the Coalition’s mapping program will help low-income families to find a convenient location for much-needed meals.

“Free summer meals are critical for the one in five New York City children living in food insecure households, however the program has not been adequately promoted to New Yorkers,” said JC Dwyer, director of programs and national service for the Coalition. “By making better information available, we hope more New Yorkers will be able to take advantage of this resource for their children.”

The New York City Coalition Against Hunger represents New York City’s 1,200 emergency food programs and the 1.2 million New Yorkers forced to use them. The Coalition Against Hunger seeks innovative solutions to help families move “beyond the soup kitchen” and into self-sufficiency.
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