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The American Recovery Reinvestment Act of 2009, Your EFP, and Your Community

The American Recovery Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) will increase SNAP/Food Stamp allotments, give states extra money to administer SNAP/Food Stamps, and also includes additional nutrition provisions. 

How much more for individual SNAP Recipients?

On April 1st, 2009, recipients will see a boost of 13.6 percent in their SNAP/Food Stamp monthly benefit. 

National and New York State Breakdown of ARRA Expenditures
	Expenditure
	National
	New York State

	Total
	$374.19 billion
	$24.63 billion

	SNAP/Food Stamp Benefit Increase
	$19.9 billion
	$1.289 billion

	SNAP/Food Stamp Administration
	$291 million
	$30 million

	Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 
	$500 million
	$34 million

	Senior Nutrition Program
	$100 million
	$7 million


What about people who are unable to find work?  What about this ABAWD issue that I’ve read about?  How does that affect NYC? 
· ARRA suspends time limits on eligibility for jobless adults without children (“ABAWDs”) unless a state chooses to offer workfare slots (as NY City has done)

· Also continues the extended unemployment benefits (33 weeks of extended benefits) that will otherwise end in March 2009 
· Increases unemployment benefits by $25 per week
What about tax benefits?

· Expands the refundable Child Tax Credit (families begin qualifying for the child tax credit when they make over $3,000)
· Expands Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) – additional money for families with three or more children.
What other programs for children?

· $2 billion for Child Care Development Block Grant – child care services for 300,000 more children so their parents can go to work
· $1.1 billion for Early Head Start
· $1 billion for Head Start
· Services for 110,000 additional children nation-wide
What other expenditures should I know about?

· $100 million for school food service equipment grants

· $100 million for Emergency Food and Shelter program

· $100 million for The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) and $50 for TEFAP administrative expenses
What Should We Do Now?

1.
Urge states to implement the suspension of SNAP/Food Stamp time limits on able-bodied adults without dependents (ABAWD), rather than implement the more costly and too often counterproductive workfare requirement).

2.
Educate your community in town hall meetings and letters to the editor about the importance of the package provisions.

3.
Talk with SNAP/Food Stamp administrators about notices to clients and how states will spend additional funding for administrative costs.

4.
Coordinate with administrators implementing other benefits – like UI – to ensure the state maximizes the federal aid available.

5.
Identify SNAP/Food Stamp participants willing to talk to the media about the difference that the extra SNAP/Food Stamp aid is making for their household’s nutrition purchases.  Get stories out about the impact the economic recovery package is making in the lives of needy people and in the economic vitality of the communities in which they shop and reside. 

6.
Encourage eligible people to apply for SNAP/Food Stamps. 

