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Spitzer Eases Food Stamps Access for Working Families  
Advocates: Move Will Help Hungry Families Enter Middle Class   

Anti-hunger advocates today hailed the National Hunger Awareness Day announcement by the Spitzer Administration that the State would take a number of significant steps to make it easier for all eligible New Yorkers, and particularly low-income working families, to access federal food stamp benefits. 
The State Commissioner of the Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance, David Hansell, set a goal  of adding an additional 100,000 eligible working families, including 215,000 eligible individuals, to the State food stamps rolls by 2008. For all food stamps applicants, the State will eliminate the assets cap (currently $2,000 for most families) that makes it nearly impossible for families to save funds for college, retirement, or other vital purposes and still be able to obtain food stamp benefits.

For working families, the State will enable people to apply for and maintain eligibility for benefits on-line and over the phone rather than be forced to physically visit a government office. The State will also waive finger-printing requirements and reduce reporting requirements for such families.  
“We are grateful to Governor Spitzer and Commissioner Hansell for taking these bold steps to reduce hunger and support working families,” said Joel Berg, executive director of the New York City Coalition Against Hunger. “We are particularly excited that, by eliminating the limit on resources that families can own and still receive food stamp benefits, the State is making it easier for parents to feed their families and at the same time be able to save money to send their kids to college, buy a first home, start a small business, and/or open a retirement account. This new policy is perfectly in line with the long-held contention of many advocates that the very best long-term way to reduce hunger is to empower low-income families to develop the assets they need to climb out of poverty and enter the middle class.”
The State’s announcement coincided with the release of a study that found that the state pays an estimated $5.37 billion per year (equaling $278 per resident) on health care spending, reduced productivity, and other spending caused by the fact that two million state  residents are forced to live in households that cannot afford enough food.
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