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	Welcome to Hunger Headlines, the monthly news update of the New York City Coalition Against Hunger. We bring you stories about “the month that was” in the New York City anti-hunger community. Now, you can visit the Coalition’s newsletter archive, which includes all issues of Hunger Headlines.
This month’s issue: 
> New York City News
> State and National Roundup

NEW YORK CITY NEWS
NYC Food Stamp System Flawed

The New York Times featured an editorial, Why the Hungry Refuse Help, on the failures of New York City’s Federal Food Stamp program. The article discusses the recent study by the Urban Justice Center, a nonprofit advocacy group, which found that of 9,500 food stamp recipients, 5,800 had benefits cut off within 20 months of enrolling. Many recipients failed to show up at city offices to renew their benefits citing the complex paperwork, long waits, and inability to get off work or leave children. While the Human Resources Administration (HRA), which manages the program, disputed the report’s findings, official statistics show that New York poverty levels remain fairly constant even as the number of food stamp recipients fell 7,000 in July 2007. By failing to maximize enrollment in the Federal Food Stamp program the City loses hundreds of millions of dollars in federal aid. Enrollment could be increased by allowing reapplication by phone and by extending the current 6 month period to the federal standard of 12 months. 

Calorie Data Not to Be Posted

Federal Judge Richard J. Howell of United States District Court in Manhattan struck down the controversial city health regulation requiring restaurants to post calorie information next to menu items. The regulation was thrown out on the basis that some of the rule’s provisions are already covered by federal law. The rule was sought by the NYC Department of Health as a way to fight "an obesity epidemic" in the city. It remains unclear whether the city will try to adopt a regulation that will satisfy the judge. See WNYC, Forbes, and CBS for more coverage of the story.
Poverty On the Rise in NYC, Census Reveals
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The U.S. Census Bureau released new data last month showing that the number of people living in poverty in New York City increased to 1.54 million people, even as nationwide there was a slight dip in the number of people in poverty. A press conference was held by the New York City Coalition Against Hunger to shed light on the new statistics. Since 2000, the number of poor New Yorkers has increased by 151,000 in every borough except Manhattan. Brooklyn is the borough with the largest number of people living in poverty; from 2000 to 2006, the number increased by 85,000 people. About one in five city residents now live below the federal poverty line, which equals a family of three surviving on an income of $16,600 per year. The number of people receiving public assistance dropped by 241,388, even as poverty rates soared.

Bronx Farmers’ Markets 
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New York City Council Speaker Christine Quinn recently visited the garden and farmers' market at the New York Botanical Garden. Through the help of Bronx Green-Up, the New York Botanical Garden community gardening program, urban gardeners have been transforming abandoned plots in the Bronx into green oases that produce vegetables, herbs, and fruit that are then sold at the farmers' market. Low-income families are also gaining wider access to the fresh, nutritious food at farmers’ markets through the ability to use Food Stamps, a program that the City Council recently added money to the budget to promote. "Obesity and hunger are two sides of the same coin. These markets bring them to a connection to quality and to combat obesity,” said Speaker Quinn.
More than 64 Billionaires in New York City
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According to the new “Forbes 400” report, there are now 64 billionaires in New York City, up from 45 last year, with a combined net worth increase of 270% from $60.4 billion to $224 billion. In contrast, NYCCAH’s rough estimate of U.S. Census Bureau data found that the 1.7 million city residents living below the federal poverty line earned a combined total of approximately $3.45 billion. While 1.3 million city residents currently live in food insecure homes, New York City, with 3% of the nation’s population and 5% of the nation’s people living in poverty has 16% of the nation’s billionaires. 
Food Stamp Participation Increase
The number of people receiving food stamps in New York City is now 1,111,170, which is an increase of 22,837 people and the highest level since January of 1998. There are now 321,774 more people participating in the program than when Mayor Bloomberg took office in January 2002. The increase in program participation will guarantee low-income New Yorkers $500 million more in federal nutrition assistance support this year than in 2001. Government improvements in program access combined with more expanded public/private outreach efforts, such as the Coalitions, are key to the recent increase.
STATE AND NATIONAL ROUNDUP
Disabled New Yorkers Finally Receive Food Stamp Benefits
Tens of thousands of disabled New Yorkers who were previously denied food stamp benefits are now projected to receive millions of dollars in back food stamp payments from a recent settlement. An agreement was reached among the Urban Justice Center and with City, State, and Federal governments at a New York Federal Court. While individuals are allowed by federal law to receive both federal disability and Food Stamp benefits, the New York City Human Resources Administration automatically terminated Food Stamp benefits for those approved for SSI (Supplemental Security Income) – even after receiving warnings from the United States Department of Agriculture, which oversees the Food Stamp program.  Check out the settlement press release and coverage from NY1, WNYC, the Daily News, and the NY Times.
Working Families Food Stamps Initiative
The United States Department of Agriculture approved Governor Spitzer's New York State Working Families Food Stamps Initiative, which will expand access to Food Stamps and allow a streamlined, online application process for adults from working families. The new initiative will also eliminate the resource limit for food stamp recipients, allowing them to save for important family needs without losing their food stamp benefits. The State is set to receive more than $200 million in federal funds for the initiative. 
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