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	Welcome to Hunger Headlines, the monthly news update of the New York City Coalition Against Hunger. We bring you stories about “the month that was” in the New York City anti-hunger community. Now, you can visit the Coalition’s newsletter archive, which includes all issues of Hunger Headlines.
This month’s issue: 
> Hunger in New York City
> State and National Roundup

HUNGER IN NEW YORK CITY
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 Hard to Lose– Better Nutrition Information Hard to Get 
The city-wide trans fat ban and rule requiring fast food restaurants to post calorie information on menus have officially gone into effect starting July 1-well, sort of. The New York State Restaurant Association (NYSRA) filed a suit against the NYC Board of Health successfully delaying implementation of the new calorie policy – fines for violations will not be issued until October 1. Chain restaurants, including McDonald's and Burger King, are resisting the new rule and seem to be waiting for the federal lawsuit to throw it out.

The required switch from trans fat to healthier oils, which also tend to be more expensive, has created some controversy in the food industry. Emergency food programs are also affected by the trans fat ban. Joel
Berg, executive director of the New York City Coalition Against Hunger, was quoted in the Wall Street Journal as saying, "Volunteers at soup kitchens and food pantries are now supposed to examine labels on food products and separate which can be served where. That's because the ban covers food served in soup kitchens, but not packaged foods handed out by food pantries...They have enough trouble keeping track of inventories.” However, Berg also expressed his support of the law. 
Bloomberg’s Farm Bill Priorities

[image: image2.jpg]


Mayor Bloomberg is seeking positive changes to the Food Stamp Program in the 2007 Farm Bill with his own letter to Congressional leaders. Bloomberg, calling for “critical” changes to the City’s ability to support low-income families, proposed increasing the Food Stamp minimum allotment to at least $25, increasing the household resources limit to $4000, and revamping the program’s administration to increase flexibility and allow for simplification. Congressional leaders will meet for the next round of discussion on the Farm Bill this month. Take action! Consider writing a letter to your legislators!
City Welfare Reform Seriously Flawed
The City’s Comptroller office released a powerful new report providing further evidence of serious flaws in welfare reform and job training in NYC. The report details many inadequacies in the more than $44 million spent each year on contracts for employment services and placement efforts for New Yorkers leaving welfare. Some of the flaws include defining jobs that pay only $17,091 per year as “high wage”, and giving contractors “high wage” bonus payments – even though it was found that the same contractors only paid wages equaling, in the worst case, $7,000 for a year. These wages would place families of three and four way below the federal poverty line. City welfare rolls were not allowed to grow to meet the extra need during times of high unemployment, and in recent years job placement rates fell sharply even as welfare rolls continue to decline. The City continues to lower its job placement targets and, as of May 20, 2007, the City had only placed 24,216 people in jobs - 30% of its target for the year.
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Details of the New Poverty Payment Program
The City announced the details of its new program, which pays low-income families for things like school exams, keeping a full-time job and having health insurance. The program is modeled on the Mexican model, Oportunidades, and aims to get low-income families out of the poverty cycle. When it was first announced, the Coalition Against Hunger expressed its support for the innovative program, but warned that a program focused only on bettering personal behavior would not be enough to help the 20% of New Yorkers living under the poverty line.
STATE AND NATIONAL ROUNDUP
Farm Bill Subsidies for the Rich?
Newly revealed federal data shows how $9.8 billion in farm and land subsidies was handed out to billionaires and investors - some of whom don't live anywhere near a farm. Through the Farm Bill, the USDA designates farm and land subsidies, as well as the Federal Food Stamp Program. While philanthropist David Rockefeller, Microsoft billionaire Paul Allen, and former NBA star Scottie Pippen each received thousands of tax dollars in the form of farm subsidies, federal Food Stamp Program participants currently receive an average of $1 per meal per person. People applying for food stamps face a complicated, often lengthy process to prove they deserve at least $1 for a meal, while farm and land subsidies are given to billionaires and investors - few questions asked.
Local Analysis of Cost of Hunger
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The New York City Coalition Against Hunger released its local analysis of a national report calculating the economic costs of hunger. In a WBAI radio interview with Hugh Hamilton, NYCCAH's Director of Programs and National Service JC Dwyer explained the significance of these findings for New Yorkers. Have a listen!
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