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	Welcome to Hunger Headlines, the monthly news update of the New York City Coalition Against Hunger. We bring you stories about “the month that was” in the New York City anti-hunger community. Now, you can visit the Coalition’s newsletter archive, which includes all issues of Hunger Headlines.
This month’s issue: 
> Hunger in New York City
> State and National Roundup

HUNGER IN NEW YORK CITY
Cost of Hunger in NYC

An estimated $2.65 billion is spent by New York City each year due to health care spending, reduced productivity, and other costs caused by the fact that 1.3 million city residents are forced to live in food insecure households, according to new data released by the Coalition Against Hunger. Dr. Larry Brown of the Harvard University School of Public Health released the first-ever national study to calculate the cost of hunger and food insecurity not only for the victims but for the entire nation.
Food Stamp Challenge                          
Queens City Councilman Eric Gioia, and Joel Berg, Executive Director of the New York City Coalition Against Hunger, participated in the Food Stamp Challenge. For one week, they lived on $28 worth of groceries, the average weekly food stamp allotment in New York City. The Challenge was covered nationally by ABC News and The New Yorker as well as locally by NY1, WNYC, New York Daily News, ABC7, Gothamist and the Queens Tribune, Times-Ledger and Chronicle. Read Gioia's and  Berg's reflections on the challenge.
Bloomberg and Quinn Announce Hunger Initiatives
[image: image1.jpg]Hunger Headlines
June 2007




Mayor Bloomberg and City Council Speaker Quinn announced three hunger initiatives to improve food program access and promote healthier lifestyles in low-income communities. One of the initiatives announced was the new Paperless Office System (POS) Food Stamps Program that allows people to apply on-line for food stamps directly at soup kitchens and food pantries; there are currently five pilot sites (map of sites). Community partners, the City, FoodChange and the Coalition Against Hunger all collaborated on the program. It was covered by the New York Post, WNYC, the Staten Island Advance, the Queens Gazette and the Brooklyn Downtown Star.
STATE AND NATIONAL ROUNDUP
Spitzer Makes Food Stamps More Accessible                
On June 6, National Hunger Awareness Day, the Spitzer Administration announced that the State will make it easier for eligible New Yorkers to access the federal food stamp program -  a decision greatly welcomed by anti-hunger advocates. The State will get rid of the $2000 asset cap for all food stamp applicants, as well as waive finger-printing requirements and enable reduced reporting requirements for working families. 
Healthy School Meals
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The Healthy School Act (A8698), a proposed bill that would increase the quality of free school meals across the state, was applauded by upstate advocates. If you want to contact your State Senator about this bill, you can find contact information at NYPIRG's Who Represents Me? database. 
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New York State Council on Food Policy
Governor Eliot Spitzer signed an executive order creating a New York State Council on Food Policy. This announcement is seen as a huge victory for anti-hunger advocates, farmers, nutritionists, and other food related organizations as they have been calling for the creation of such a council for years. Joel Berg, executive director of the Coalition, called Spitzer’s order a “bold advance.” 
McGovern/Emerson Anti-Hunger Bill
Representatives James McGovern (D-MA) and Jo Ann Emerson (R-MO) have introduced the "Feeding America's Families Act" (H.R 2129) that would expand eligibility and improve access to the Food Stamp program, increase food stamp benefits, and uphold The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP). The McGovern/Emerson bill would provide $20 billion in new spending over the next five years for federal nutrition programs. The bill comes at a crucial time as the 2007 Farm Bill – the major legislation that not only covers food, but also agriculture, environmental, and rural policy – is up for debate. 
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