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	Welcome to Hunger Headlines, the monthly news update of the New York City Coalition Against Hunger. We bring you stories about “the month that was” in the New York City anti-hunger community. Now, you can visit the Coalition’s newsletter archive, which includes all issues of Hunger Headlines.

This month’s issue: 
> Hunger in New York City
> State and National Roundup

HUNGER IN NEW YORK CITY
Mayor Bloomberg Incorrect on Food Stamp Eligibility of Children, Seniors, and the Disabled

The Coalition Against Hunger commented on remarks Mayor Bloomberg made regarding Food Stamp eligibility on a recent radio interview on WABC-AM with John Gambling. In the Press Release released by the Coalition, Bloomberg was quoted saying that only working adults are eligible for Food Stamps Benefits, a statement criticized because at least 65 percent of Food Stamp recipients are children, seniors or people with disabilities who are not able to work.  The Mayor was also criticized for stating that “Nobody’s Starving to Death”.
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One in Five New York City children rely on Emergency Food Programs
A report released by the Food Bank For New York City shows that 18 percent of children in New York City relied on emergency food programs, such as soup kitchens and food pantries, for their meals. The study also found that hungry children have a harder time learning, and do not do as well in school as children that are not suffering from hunger.

Council Vows to Increase Food Stamp Enrollment
New York City loses nearly $1 Billion in federal funding because more than 500,000 eligible New Yorkers are not receiving Food Stamp Benefits. However, Council Speaker Christine Quinn has vowed to sign up at least 350,000 eligible recipients by the end of 2009, according to Frank Lombardi of the New York Daily News. Although enrollment has increased by 30 Percent since Mayor Bloomberg took office, New York still has not reached its one-time peak enrollment of 1.5 million participants in 1995.
Study finds Poverty is linked to Obesity in NYC children
Poverty rates in New York City among children are 50 percent higher than those for other children across the United States, as reported by Michelle Nichols for Reuters. Of the 1.9 million children living in NYC, about one in four lives below the federal poverty line. Most of these children are also overweight, since many of their families are not able to provide their children with the nutritious food they need to live a nutritionally balanced life.
Advocates Hail the Bloomberg Administration's Leadership on Public Health 
The Bloomberg Administration has proposed a ban on most trans fats in New York City restaurants. Advocates with the Coalition Against Hunger find this to be a sensible approach that would improve the nutrition and health of New Yorkers of all economic backgrounds. This should, however, be the first step in an even broader effort to increase nutrition educations and improve the access to healthy, affordable food citywide, said the advocates.
Forbes' Billionaires Nearly Double in New York City

The most recent "Forbes 400" report shows that the number of billionaires in New York City increased from 28 to 45 over the last year, with their total net worth at approximately $60.4 billion. The 1.7 million residents living below the federal poverty line earned a total of approximately $3.45 Billion. New York City now has 3% of the nation's overall population, 4% of the nation's people living in poverty, and 11% of the nation's billionaires. WNYC also noted that this is the first year that all 400 richest Americans are billionaires.


Correction
In the August issue of Hunger Headlines, the Coalition Against Hunger referenced the Hunger Hotline in its first article.  The Coalition referred to the NYC Hunger Hotline and not the World Hunger Year Hunger Hotline.
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Child Obesity Starts at Home
A report recently released by USATODAY.com, seems to suggest that child obesity starts in the home. Many overweight children have parents who do not have enough time to prepare healthy and nutritious meals, and are usually overweight themselves. Nanci Hellmich reports that even if the parents start to make changes in their eating habits, they usually start too late, and the children are already set in their eating habits.  Other parents say they do not want to deny their children anything. Some parents are also unintentionally over-feeding their younger children and toddlers with near-adult size portions of food. Starting slow, small and at home is a good way to start improving the eating habits of your entire household. The Coalition submitted an editorial regarding this article.  It suggested that before we lecture people about what food is good for them, we make healthy, affordable food available to all people. 
Free Fruit For Healthy Nutrition
A pilot program was recently completed in Mississippi, where different varieties of fresh fruit were given to fifth, eighth and tenth grade students at no cost. The study showed that the students increased their intake of fruits, vitamin C and fiber. It was reported that the tenth grade students even planned on increasing their fruit intake overall. The article, listed on Reuters, did say that further research was needed to ensure effectiveness of this method of fruit distribution.
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