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Welcome to Hunger Headlines, the monthly news update of the New York City Coalition Against Hunger. We bring you stories about “the month that was” in the New York City anti-hunger community. Now, you can visit the Coalition’s newsletter archive, which includes all issues of Hunger Headlines.

This month’s issue: 
> Hunger in New York City
> State and National Roundup

HUNGER IN NEW YORK CITY

NYCCAH joins Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum in Criticizing NYC Hunger Hotline
Correct information is vital when hungry New Yorkers are looking for emergency food.  But, nearly 40 percent of all hungry people who called the New York City Hunger Hotline received incorrect hours of operation.  “If you can’t find food, you can’t eat,” Joel Berg, Executive Director of the Coalition Against Hunger, told the press.  Berg joined Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum in publicizing a new report criticizing the City for continued mismanagement of the toll-free Hunger Hotline.
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Census Data reveals high poverty rate has not decreased significantly in New York City

Poverty rates in New York City have, for the first time in over four years, not risen.  Data released by the U.S. Census Bureau indicates that one in five NYC residents lives under the federal poverty level, which is currently set at $15,577 for a family of three.  Joel Berg, Executive Director of the Coalition Against Hunger, responded to the report saying, “The bad news is hunger and poverty continue to be significant major problems in New York, affecting one in five New Yorkers. The good news is if the government shows real leadership, and not just rhetoric but resources, we really can reduce poverty.”  Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum reinforced this call by signing on to an action plan to significantly reduce hunger in the city.

New City Council Program Boosts Food Stamps at Farmers' Markets
Wireless Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) terminals will soon be set at several farmers’ markets throughout NYC.  The Coalition Against Hunger joined City Council speaker Christine Quinn and the Council on the Environment of NYC (CENYC), operator of half of the city's farmers' markets (see map) in launching a pilot project to give New Yorkers who receive food stamps easier access to nutritious food at these markets. Quinn and the Council allocated $81,000 in its FY 2007 budget for the program.

City ordered to stop denying food stamps to eligible applicants
According to an article published in the New York Times, a federal judge has ordered the food stamp office to stop denying food stamp benefits to eligible individuals. Nina Bernstein writes that the city has been aware of the computer problems, system errors and inadequate training that force food stamp workers to turn eligible applicants away. Little was done until a group of battered women filed a lawsuit late last year.

Berg, others deride Besharov's view of "Welfare Lite”
Joel Berg, Executive Director of the Coalition Against Hunger, was printed in the August 20th New York Times Opinion section alongside several others deriding a recent Op-Ed by conservative commentator Douglas Besharov suggesting that food stamps and other policies constitute 'welfare lite.' Wrote Berg, "even when conservatives like Mr. Besharov are forced to admit that low-income Americans are now working more but earning less, their only response is to propose steps that would further reduce their standard of living. That’s social policy lite.”
Just another day at the office for Richard Parsons
Richard Parsons, Co-chairman of Mayor Bloomberg's anti-poverty commission and CEO of Time Warner, got a taste of what his life will be like on the board of the commission, according to Jill Gardiner, staff reporter of The New York Sun. After the release of the census report on August 29th, a group of citizens demanded that he and the commission be aggressive in its plan to reduce poverty in New York City.
Immigrants and Hispanics targeted by Mayor Bloomberg’s anti-poverty commission

Census data released on August 29th reveals that poverty is prevalent in Hispanic and immigrant populations of New York City.  In an article written for hoyinternet.com, Edwin Andrés Martínez quotes Joel Berg, Executive Director of the Coalition Against Hunger, saying "the rich keep getting richer and the poor poorer." Mayor Bloomberg agrees, and has targeted immigrant and Hispanic populations in his anti-poverty initiative. "We are concentrating on certain populations to see what we can do to address this problem," the Mayor said.
Working for less
In the Gotham Gazette article Single Mothers: Working, But Still Poor, David R. Jones tells a tale that is all too familiar to many people in New York City. Barbara Brooks calls it "Hustling Backwards", working for a low-paying job, receiving government benefits such as Food Stamps and Medicaid, and losing these government benefits when she gets a raise. Usually a raise is beneficial, but when a wage increase does not make up for the lost government benefits, the raise can be detrimental to the well-being of family.
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STATE AND NATIONAL ROUNDUP

September is National Preparedness Month    
It is important to be prepared and have a plan for disaster every day of the year.  September is National Preparedness Month to encourage Americans to take simple steps to prepare for emergencies.
WIC food allowance alteration proposed

Changes to the Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program have been proposed by the USDA Food and Nutrition Service.  The proposed changes will include more fruits, vegetables and whole grains, and less juice, eggs and dairy products.  The WIC program has not been updated since the 1980’s even though national food nutritional guidelines have since been changed.
Researchers say raising minimum wage, raises economy

Researchers from all across the nation gathered together to research the validity that an increase in the minimum wage stagnates the economy.  Studies have proven the opposite; states where the minimum wage has increased above the minimum federal level of $5.15 have experienced economic gains.
Poverty increases again in New York State; remains higher than national average
Poverty rates have risen again in New York State, and remain higher than the national average, according to data released by the U.S. Census Bureau.  The State’s poverty rate rose from 14.6% to 14.8%, making it the only state where both poverty and overall income, including investment income, increased.  The data suggests that the inequality of wealth in the state has therefore also increased.
Income increases reported in census most likely came from investments

Income increases listed in the census report released on August 29th, seem not to be wage increases, as reported in an editorial of The New York Times. The gains came most likely from investment income and social security, since wages and salaries declined. 
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