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Welcome to Hunger Headlines, the monthly news update of the New York City Coalition Against Hunger. We bring you stories about “the month that was” in the New York City anti-hunger community. Now, you can visit the Coalition’s newsletter archive, which includes all issues of Hunger Headlines.

This month’s issue: 
> Hunger in New York City
> State and National Roundup

HUNGER IN NEW YORK CITY
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Community gardens in bloom
Shared neighborhood spaces to grow food crops and other plants are faring well in New York City after many were auctioned during the Giuliani administration. An in-depth assessment of community gardens and their prospects for the future.

City Council donates money to food pantry
As a result of a City Council member’s request, the council gave a $4,000 grant to the Yorkville Common Food Pantry. Despite some controversy over the allocation of such grants, the money will be used to continue the fight against hunger in New York City at one of the city’s largest and most reputable pantries.

Greenmarkets face challenges
Greenmarkets, city-run farmers markets, are undergoing an expansion this summer. Among the program’s many success, The New York Times highlights several challenges for the road ahead.

Harlem rep in City Council explores food, health issues
Inez Dickens of the City Council explores the challenges, ongoing efforts, and future prospects for improving health in Harlem and New York City. Among the relevant issues is access to grocery stores with fresh produce and other healthy options.

Youth group from Stoughton, Mass., volunteers in NYC
Ten members of the Stoughton First Congregational Church traveled to New York City on a five-day mission trip. During this time, they worked at soup kitchens and fed “over 5,000 people,” according to one young volunteer. His mother observed that “in New York there are just so many different things out there for those people who really need it.”

STATE AND NATIONAL ROUNDUP
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Red tape responsible for declining summer meals participation
Amidst the reasons traditionally given for flimsy participation in the federal Summer Food Service Program for children—including insufficient communication to qualified families, stigma, and lack of convenient access—a recent study points to a new explanation: complicated accounting procedures that are driving sponsors away and creating red tape. In related news, a simplified model of the program has shown signs of success.

Emergency food stamp program implemented in NY counties
Along with a broader relief package, the New York State Office of Temporary Disability Assistance has received approval to offer the Disaster Benefit Food Stamp Program in 12 New York counties designated as federal disaster areas due to damaging summer flooding. The program provides benefits quickly to households that would not ordinarily qualify for food stamps, but which suddenly need assistance due to the disaster situation. The application deadline was extended from July 14 to July 22.
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