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How Hungry is New York City?

· Over 1.3 million New Yorkers (one in six) and at least 400,000 New York City children (one in five) lived in homes that couldn’t afford enough food (this was in 2007, before the economic downturn). 

· More than 1.3 million New Yorkers were also forced to obtain food form pantries and kitchens, which have been increasingly unable to meet the growing demand.  

· In November 2008, the New York City Coalition Against Hunger’s Annual Hunger Survey found that food pantries and soup kitchens served 28% more people in 2008 than 2007.   Over 2/3 of these programs did not have enough food to meet the demand.  The Food Bank of New York City further found that programs served 48% more children in 2008 than in 2007.

· 1/3 of New York City supermarkets have left the city in the past 5 years.  750,000 New Yorkers now live in areas with an inadequate supply of fresh food (so-called “Food Deserts”).  

Critical and Current Issues 

1. The Federal Must Pass a Strong Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Bill
Over 400,000 children in New York City – one in five – live in homes that can’t afford enough food.  President Obama has pledged to end child hunger by 2015 and Secretary of Agriculture Vilsack has reiterated that is a top priority.   The Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Bill could help to end child hunger by 2015.  In your letter, please ask that the bill:

a)  Provides funding to enable every school to provide universal in-classroom breakfast and universal lunch for every student, regardless of their household’s income.  This would reduce the stigma for students receiving a “free meal” and will also decrease government expenditures on paperwork now used to make income eligibility determinations;

b)  Increases funding for meal reimbursements for school meals to both meet increased food costs and to help schools serve the most nutritious food possible.  The costs of food, labor, fuel, and all related services have grown tremendously since 2004; and 

c)  Fully funds the Women Infants and Children (WIC) program and fully implements the new WIC package, including fruits, vegetables, and yogurt. 

2. Governor Paterson Must Reinstate Funding to the Hunger Prevention and Nutrition Assistance Program (HPNAP).

The HPNAP is money allocated by the state to food pantries and soup kitchens to supplement their budget to allow them to buy healthier food.  Former Governor Spitzer allocated an additional $5 million to this program but, in April 2008, Governor Paterson not only took that money back but also further cut funding.   The Governor again cut funding in August 2008.  Overall, over the last year, at a time of soaring need for emergency food, this program has been cut by 21%.

The Governor’s upcoming budget – for Fiscal Year 2010 – will be considered in April 2009.  It is likely that it will further cut this vital program – and many other critical programs that serve low-income communities – unless we work together to oppose this measure.

3.  Mayor Bloomberg Must Stop Finger Imaging Low-income New Yorkers Applying for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly known as “food stamps”)

New York City is one of only four places in the entire country that forces low-income residents who are eligible to receive a federally entitled benefit to make an extra office visit to provide a “finger image” to receive their SNAP benefits.  In addition to criminalizing low-income New Yorkers for the supposed crime of being poor, it also means extra office visits and more time waiting in line at government offices.  

It also wastes our tax money - $800,000 in administrative fees to be exact – without serving to prevent fraud.   In fact, according to the City’s own records, New York City has more fraud with the finger-imaging requirement than other areas that do not require finger-images. 

4.  All Levels of Government Must Work To Increase Incentives for Supermarkets to Open and Stay Open in Low-income Neighborhoods in New York

What You Can Do – Please See “Advocacy Guide” for Specific Steps!

1. Write Letters to Your Representatives on the above issues and ask your customers/clients to do the same.  Unlike the common adage, more IS more! Handwritten letters are best and it is important to include personal stories.

2. Get involved in SNAP benefits outreach to provide information to your community.  Over 600,000 households in New York City are eligible for the program but do not participate.  By providing information for your program or hosting a specific event, you can help reduce the stigma and increase knowledge about this important program.

3. Host an event and invite elected officials.  SNAP benefits increase after the stimulus bill on April 1st – how about inviting your elected official to go shopping with members of your congregations to see how much food they can buy with their benefits and what the increase means for them?

4. Create a Supermarket Task Force in your program to raise awareness about lack of access to food in your community.

5. Organize a lobby day, particularly for upcoming critical issues like Governor Paterson’s proposed budget cuts.

Please contact Alexandra (Ali) Yannias at (212) 825-0028, ext. 212 if you have any questions or if you would like help organizing an event!

